KICKING OFF PROGRAM YEAR °76

Taking a quick look at the news these days, it is apparent that the international
environment is no less dynamic -- or “exciting” — or “contentious” — than the
previous quarters. There is certainly a plethora of topics for the World Affairs
Council of Albuquerque to address as we move into the second quarter of in this
76th year of operation. Existing geostrategic challenges in Eastern Europe, the
Middle East and East Asia range from hot wars to dramatic social/religious
confrontations and potential flash points at sea while a new “front” seems to be
awakening in the Arctic. And as America’s unipolar dominance atrophies militarily,
economically and diplomatically, questions about the relevance of the Post-World
War II international order arise. Among them are such foundational aspects as
international law, global trade and international finance, with potentially competing
institutions beginning to appear beyond those with which the traditional G7 states
are most comfortable. As always WACABQ will bring to our membership and the
broader Albuquerque community insightful and balanced perspectives on these
profound trends.

RECENT MEETINGS

The first quarter kicked off by addressing two of these essential questions: the role
of America’s grand strategy in the context of an evolving international order and
the changing role of diplomacy in the American foreign-policy toolbox.

* Our August dinner/lecture assessed how US diplomacy has atrophied over
various presidential administrations with the military instrument becoming
the primary tool of foreign policy. The heavy investment in the US military,
however, proved insufficient as an era of US hegemony wanes as the world
becomes increasingly multipolar. Evan Cooper of the Stimson Institute
guided us through a path to improve US diplomatic engagement through
overlooked areas of shared interests, including cultural diplomacy,
healthcare, and commerce in his_presentation entitled “The Changing Role
of Diplomacy in US Grand Strategy”.



Evan Cooper

Our September speaker was Dr. Mark Peceny, professor in the Department
of Political Science and former dean of the College of Arts and Sciences at
UNM. In his discussion entitled “American Power and the Global Spread of
Democracy and Dictatorship”, Professor Peceny noted the continuation of a
trend of declining numbers of democracies throughout the world that has
been ongoing for a decade and a half despite most U.S. presidents in the
post-Cold War era proclaiming the promotion of democracy abroad as a
central foreign policy goal of their administrations. The Trump
administration, however, represents a clear departure from that rhetorical
commitment with its ultimate impact on global democratization in question.



Professor Mark Peceny

EVENTS ON TAP

Our two speakers in the upcoming quarter will continue to look at aspects of the
evolving global environment.

* Dr. Trita Parsi 1s the Executive Vice President of the Quincy Institute in
Washington DC and Boston and a renowned scholar, commentator and
author on both the broader international order and the impact of that order on
geopolitical realities in the Middle East. His discussion at our September
meeting of the Quincy Institute’s study of improvements essential to bring
the international order to greater relevance in the contemporary world is



entitled “The Better Order Project”. The conclusion argues that the global
order faces a fork in the road as the world continues to move away from the
unipolar structure. There is not only a risk of the collapse of the multilateral
system and international law as a whole, but there is also the risk of the
system fracturing into competing and rival orders and, thus, a far more
unstable and dangerous situation than what existed during the Cold War. The
project contends that the way forward is neither the promotion of a coalition
of like-minded states under the so-called “rules-based international order”
nor the advent of a rival order dominated by great powers. The increasingly
diffuse balance of power and the rising influence of the Global South
together ensure that no state — or group of states — can set the terms of the
international order unilaterally. Dr. Parsi will then examine the impact on a
“better order” in the context of the contentions and challenges extant in
contemporary Middle East

Dr. Trita Parsi



In November, the Council turns its focus to international trade. With the
advent of the Trump administration’s use of tariffs as a weapon in
international discourse, the impact on trade between much of the world and
the United States has taken on not only economic but geopolitical and
diplomatic dimensions as well. Near-term results for both the United States
and the broader global economic structure have, depending on one’s
perspective, led to at least significant contention if not longer-lasting
realignment of economic and trade relations among nations. We are again
privileged to have Nelson W. Cunningham to unravel the nuances of
evolving global trade and the American tariff regime for us. He is the former
Vice Chair and Co-Founder of McLarty Associates, a firm with global reach
and over one hundred employees and advisors in 21 countries around the
world. Mr. Cunningham served in the White House as Special Advisor to
President Clinton on Western Hemisphere policy and is the former chairman
of the Export-Import Bank Advisory Committee. He is a frequent
commentator on MSNBC, CNN, Fox, NPR and other news programs and he
has written for The Washington Post, POLITICO, and The Wall Street
Journal, among many others.

Nelson W. Cunningham

In an effort to give our membership more clarity on upcoming programs,
the Council leadership under our new president, Ambassador Will Itoh, and



long-time program director, Bob McGuire, four speakers have been
identified for the January through April meetings. These include: Jay
Newton-Small, the editor of the Albuquerque Journal on the impact of
media on foreign policy; William Hartung of the Quincy Institute on the
implications of the trillion dollar military budget; General David Petraeus on
contemporary issues of global national security; and Professor John
Mearsheimer from the University of Chicago on a realist view of the
international order and its impacts on current and potential challenges for
American foreign policy.

ANCILLARY EFFORTS

The High School Level

The Council continues its focus on Albuquerque area high school students and
teachers -- public, private and charter.

Our mainstay program continues to bring, at Council expense, a teacher and
up to five students from a local public, private or charter school to each of
the dinner programs. Three high schools -- Menaul School, La Cueva High
and Albuquerque Academy -- participated in our first two dinner/lectures,
one school at its own expense. With great appreciation, high school access
to our meetings is funded by member donations directed to this program
over and above annual membership. Please consider a tax-free donation in
any amount to this meaningful initiative.
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In the fall of each year Council members have supported the state-wide
Model UN forum at the Roundhouse in which high school student teams
play the role of individual countries advocating their agendas in simulated
international fora such as the General Assembly, Security Council and other
UN functional agencies. Again this year, the Council asks interested
members to serve as judges or administrators for the event.

In the spring of each year, the World Affairs Councils of America — the 90+
council organization to which WACABQ belongs — implements a program
called “Academic World Quest” (AWQ). Here, 4-member teams of high
school students vie in a “quiz show-like” competition on ten global issues
based on readings provided to them by the National Council. Local winners
are then eligible to compete for scholarship money in a national level
competition in Washington DC. New Mexico has not, heretofore, offered
this opportunity to its high school students. WACABAQ is exploring the
potential to start an AWQ program in the spring of 2026.



The University and Young Professional Level

At the university level, WACABQ maintains four programs in support of student
awareness of US foreign policy

* The Council continued to host students from the UNM ROTC departments
and the Global National Security Policy Institute at our dinner lectures.
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We continued to cooperate with the University’s International Studies
Institute, the Latin American and Iberian Institute and the Department of



Political Science by mutually proliferating announcements of and supporting
each entity’s events.

* In 2023 and 2024, WACABQ nominated undergraduate UNM students for
the World Affairs Councils of America scholarship program to attend the
WACA national conference in Washington in November of those years. Our
Council nominees in both cases were among the 25 nation-wide scholarship
winners selected by the national board — and our 2023 nominee was selected
to deliver the student address at that year’s national conference plenary
session. The council nominated a UNM undergraduate — Ms. Zaina Naru, a
senior year international student at from Pakistan studying International
Studies with a minor in Political Science -- for the 2025 competition. We
expect to learn in October that Zaina has won one of the 25 nationwide
awards.
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BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS IN ALBUQUERQUE & SANTA FE

The Council continues to strengthen its network of relationships among various
NGOs focused on American foreign policy and global relationships. Most
prominent efforts during the first quarter were with the Albuquerque Engage



Consortium, the University of New Mexico’s Global and National Security Policy
Institute and the Oasis Life Long Learning Center.

Albuquerque Engage Consortiumis a group of organizations committed to
expanding both awareness of and interaction with the global community. With
principal players being the World Affairs Council of Albuquerque, Global Ties
Albuquerque, UNM’s Global Studies Organization and Global and National
Security Policy Institute, Albuquerque Sister Cities and the city of Albuquerque,
the consortium put together a conference entitled, “Staying Engaged in a Divided
World”. The event was held from 9 AM to 3 PM on 3 October at the Student
Union Building on UNM.

University of lew Mexico Global and !ational Security Policy Institute
conducted a two-day symposium in August addressing multiple national security
topics challenging American policy today. The World Affairs Council provided
two of the speakers for the event. Evan Cooper, our dinner speaker for the August
WACABQ lecture, served on a panel entitled, “Managing Uncertainty in the Indo-
Pacific”. WACABQ member and former president of the Council, Emile Nakhleh,
addressed the challenge of, “Intelligence in an Uncertain Global Environment”.
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Albuquerque Oasisoffers a variety of educational programs and volunteer
opportunities for adults. For the past two years, WACABQ has had a cooperative
relationship with Oasis by providing speakers on major foreign policy issues
confronting the United States. These jointly sponsored programs benefit the
membership of both organizations and are offered in their facilities at 3301 Menaul
Blvd NE, Suite 18, Albuquerque, NM 87107. For more information see their
website at https://albuquerque.oasisnet.org/ or call (505) 884-4529

In September, the Council, in cooperation with Global Ties Albuquerque,
sponsored a discussion on, “Women in Civic Society”. Panel members from
Bulgaria, Germany, Iraq, Poland and Ukraine described the varying roles
that women play in each of their very different countries and how those roles
are evolving over time.


https://albuquerque.oasisnet.org/
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On 21 November at 10:00 -11:30, Emile Nakhleh will discuss the current
political realities in the Middle East in a talk entitled, “Middle East Update:
Current Realities & Root Ideologies™. The analysis addresses the underlying
religious and secular ideologies that have underpinned the creation of the
modern nation-state system in the region. Nakhleh is an expert in the field
and provides political, social, economic, and global insights in an engaging
and thoughtful way.

On the 1 December at 6 PM, Ambassador Will Itoh will examine US
challenges and opportunities in a discussion entitled, “Cooperation,
Competition or Conflict? The United States and East Asia in 2025, focusing
on current security issues, political changes, and economic trends in Asia, as
well as the United States’ response to these developments. The analysis
looks at tariffs imposed by the new administration in Washington that have
dominated the news in East and Southeast Asia over the past year. After
decades of stressing the importance of Asia to the US, our policies are now
increasingly seen as isolationist and protectionist in the region.



WACABQ IN THE MEDIA

During the first quarter, the Council was represented by several opinion pieces in
the Albuquerque Journal. Our August speaker, Evan Cooper, published an
insightful piece on the contemporary domestic and foreign policies emanating from
New Delhi. Will Itoh submitted an article on the changing relationship between
the U.S. and Thailand in the context of the current administration’s foreign policy
and trade initiatives. Both articles are available on the WACABQ website.

SOME REMINDERS

We hope that everyone receiving this newsletter has or will continue WACABQ
membership for Program Year ’76. To the extent possible, please consider making
an additional 501¢3 tax-exempt donation above and beyond the dues, either
designated specifically to support the participation of Albuquerque area high
school students and teachers at our monthly dinner lectures or for Academic World
Quest -- even better, a donation to the Council’s general fund.

Membership is key to our growth so we encourage everyone to spread the word
about what WACABQ does among others — friends, colleagues and acquaintances
-- who might enjoy and benefit from what it has to offer.

The Board of Directors now aspires to continue to grow the breadth of what we
offer to the Albuquerque community. Currently, our financial footing is sufficient
to manage our ongoing endeavors but, in order to achieve these broader aims,
strengthening our finances is a must. Several board members have submitted
applications for — and in at least one case received — financial support from the
local community. The board asks for your help with any insights or introductions
that you may have as WACABQ creates a body of sponsors — commercial
enterprises, financial institutions, professional organizations, fraternal societies and
others -- that have interests in global affairs.

LAST THOUGHTS



Please remember that the Council has updated its web page, Facebook and
Instagram sites to assist in growing awareness of the Council among the
Albuquerque community. Our Facebook site, “World Affairs Council of ABQ” is:
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61551637121498 &mibextid=L.QQJ4d.
The link to our Instagram site is: https://instagram.com/worldaffairsabq?
1gshid=0GQ5ZDc20Dk27ZA%3D%3D&utm_source=qr

In that regard, we want to give a special thank you to Board Member Mike Daly.
Mike, on his own initiative and expense, has been instrumental in expanding the
Albuquerque Engage Consortium outreach by developing an inter-NGO website
link directly into the wider Albuquerque government digital media and establishing
the capability for WACABQ to video record and then insert into our webpage talks
by WACABQ speakers at our dinner/lectures, Oasis presentations and other fora.

UPCOMING PARTNER EVENTS

ALBUQUERQUE E!IGAGE COISORTIOUM

As noted above, the Consortium is sponsored a conference on the UNM campus on
3 October addressing how to “Stay Engaged in a Divided World. The event page
and registration process is shown below.

GLOBAL TIES ALBUQUERQUE


https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61551637121498&mibextid=LQQJ4d
https://instagram.com/worldaffairsabq?igshid=OGQ5ZDc2ODk2ZA==&utm_source=qr
https://instagram.com/worldaffairsabq?igshid=OGQ5ZDc2ODk2ZA==&utm_source=qr
https://instagram.com/worldaffairsabq?igshid=OGQ5ZDc2ODk2ZA==&utm_source=qr

GTABQ has been chosen to host a 2nd delegation this year under the Congressional
Office for International Leadership (COIL) B Open World program! This will bring 6
highly placed officials from Azerbaijan here to exchange best practices on Border
Security and Drug Trafficking. Delegates need homestay from Oct 17 -24. For further
information go to: Global Ties ABQ <info+globaltiesabq@neonemails.com>

GLOBAL SAITAFE

Our World Affairs Councils of America sister organization, Global Santa Fe, will
host its annual gala on 2 November at the Eldorado Hotel and Spa. The event
features presidential historian and Pulitzer Prize winner Doris Kearns Goodwin
and Dr. Robert Martin of the Institute of American Indian Arts. The gala supports
the Youth Leadership Diplomacy Program. Further information is available
through shawn@globalsantafe.org.!



EXCLUSIVE OPPORTUNITY FOR SUPPORTERS OF
GLOBAL SANTA FE'S YOUTH LEADERSHIP DIPLOMACY
PROGRAM!

<l GLOBAL SANTA FE
SANTA FE 2025 GALA

Sunday, November 2, 6:00 pm
Eldorado Hotel & Spa, 309 W San Francisco St.

featuring

DORIS KEARNS GOODWIN

Doris Kearns Goodwin

2025 WorldWiser Glodal Santa Fe's vice Chalrman
Award Honoree

Dr. Robert Martin
President, Institute of American Indian Arts

Global Santa Fe is proud to honor Dr. Martin's legacy
of wisdom, service, and global impact,.

A visionary leader, a champion of Native arts, and
a proud citizen of the Cherokee Nation, Dr. Martin
has transformed IAIA into the world’s leading
institution for contemporary Indigenous creativity.

ALBUQUERQUE IITER!ATIO!AL ASSOCIATIO!
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