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WHAT THE HECK IS GOING ON 2?22?

As we conclude the fourth quarter and another successful program year for the World Affairs
Council of Albuquerque, one thing is abundantly clear: there has never been a more important
time to foster informed, thoughtful discussion of world affairs. The extraordinary pace of
international events has continued unabated, with each week bringing new developments that
reshape the global landscape. The continuing conflict in Gaza, the evolving dynamics among
Israel, Iran, and the broader Middle East, growing concerns about the Russia-Ukraine conflict,
European security and NATO's future, renewed attention to nuclear deterrence and strategic
competition, and the increasingly consequential relationship between the United States and
China all underscore the complexity of the world in which we live. Understanding these issues
requires more than headlines—it requires informed analysis, civil dialogue, and a willingness to
consider diverse perspectives.

That is the mission of your World Affairs Council. Throughout the past year, we have been
privileged to bring distinguished diplomats, scholars, military leaders, journalists, and policy
experts to Albuquerque to help us better understand the forces shaping our world. As we begin
planning for the coming program year, we remain committed to presenting timely, balanced, and
thought-provoking programs that inform, challenge, and inspire. We also invite you—our
members—to help shape our future by sharing the international issues you believe deserve
greater attention and by suggesting speakers whose expertise can enrich our community's
understanding of an increasingly interconnected world. We also welcome your energy and
financial contributions to train the next generation of diplomats, scholars, and leaders from our
community. Your engagement and support are what make our Council a vibrant forum for global
dialogue.

RECENT MEETINGS

The Council presented a wide ranging lineup of speakers and topics to wind up this program
year. We focused first on the general global order, taking the perspective of realist international
theory. We then looked at drug enforcement challenges with Mexico followed by an
examination of international trade from a New Mexico point of view.

On 16 April, the Council hosted Professor John Mearsheimer of the University of
Chicago. He presented a realist view of the contemporary world order and explored



specific critical areas therein. Mearsheimer first explained how the world order changed
from bipolar until 1991 to unipolar until 2017 and then into a multipolar great power
dominated structure until today. The resulting international environment is now much
more unstable than in the earlier periods and, with the political shifts in the United States
and the parallel denigration of international law and institutions’, a much more dangerous
place. He sees the conflicts in Ukraine and the Persian Gulf likely to settle into long term
conflicts, Israeli search for a Greater Israel likely to continue and a deteriorating US/
China relationship all portending enduring uncertainty.

Professor John J. Mearsheimer

On 14 May, the Council presented an analysis of the contemporary war on drugs. Dr.
Aileen Teague from Texas A&M University explored, “Policing on Drugs: The United
States, Mexico and the Origins of the Modern Drug War”. Dr. Teague, a veteran of the
US Marine Corps, provided a historical context to drug interdiction efforts along the US/
Mexico border and the varying levels of emphasis and cooperation between the two
governments.



Dr. Aileen Teague

The season’s final WACA meeting took place on June 4 at the Albuquerque Country Club
and featured Albuquerque’s own Celeste Nuiiez with a comprehensive presentation on
International Trade and the US from 2016 forward. Nuifiez is the Director of International
Business Resources for the New Mexico Trade Alliance. She connects companies from
all over the State with local, state, federal, and international export assistance resources to
help gain and grow international sales. She is also a “Next Gen Global Leader” with the
U.S. Global Leadership Coalition. In her WACA presentation, Nufiez examined the
evolution of U.S. Trade policy from the first Trump Administration to today, focused on
the use of a variety of tariffs, emergency authorities, international responses, and the
rising commercial and legal challenges of these policies. WACA appreciated having a
local rising star provide this timely update.



Celeste Nunez

DINNER/LECTURES ON TAP

The Council will continue to bring in speakers with deep insights on key foreign policy
challenges facing the USA. On 20 August, WACABQ will host Ambassador Barbara Leaf who
will update the situation that America faces in the Middle East. In September, Dr. Dean Cheng,
formerly of the Heritage Foundation, will examine developments globally and bilaterally with
regard to China.

ANCILLARY EFFORTS

The Council’s commitment to the younger citizens of the Albuquerque area continued this
quarter. At the high school level, student delegations from Manzano High, Sandia Prep and
Albuquerque Academy attended dinner/lectures during the quarter. We continued having a 30-
minute session of the high school students with the speaker prior to dinner, giving them an
opportunity to interact on a personal level with national level authorities on foreign policy issues.
The Council intends to keep this part of the evening program at future WACABQ monthly
dinners as both the students and our speakers enjoy the interaction. The focus on high school
students was further augmented by the Academic World Quest and Global Educator of the Year
programs, described in detail below.



Professor Mearsheimer with students and teachers from Manzano High School and with Manzano and Albuquerque
Academy students during the 30-minute session dedicated to high school students

At the university level, UNM undergraduates from the Political Science Department, the
International Studies Institute, the three ROTC departments, the Global and National Security
Policy Institute and the Anderson School of Management joined in these dinners as well.
Meanwhile, the relationship between WACABQ and the young professionals organization,
Shapers International (a program of the Davos World Economic Forum), continued with two
Shapers participating in each of the dinner lectures.

The Council also continued its cooperative relationship with the Oasis Continuing Education
Center, starting a new program focused on senior citizens. In April, WACABQ initiated the
“Great Decisions” program sponsored by the Foreign Policy Association. Approximately 20
individuals now participate in eight monthly discussion sessions exploring the challenges around
international issues confronting the USA. These include:

* Debating America’s Global Role: America First versus Liberal Internationalism
The End of an Era: Trump’s Tariffs in Historical Perspective

* US-China Relations in the New Trump Era

* The Third Nuclear Age: Trump, the Order and the Bomb

Ukraine and the Future of European Security

Multilateral Institutions in a Changing World Order

US Engagement with Africa

* The Future of Human Rights and International Law in a Divided World

THE NEW INITIATIVE: ACADEMIC WORLD QUEST



Last quarter’s newsletter described the World Affairs Council of Albuquerque’s new initiative
called Academic World Quest focused on students from public, private and charter high schools
in the Albuquerque/Santa Fe area. Teams of four students -- 36 students from three Albuquerque
high schools (La Cueva and Sandia High Schools and Albuquerque Academy) -- studied readings
on 10 topics of international significance provided by WACABQ and then participated in a local
quiz show-like competition. Our Council then sent Albuquerque’s winning team to the national
challenge in Washington DC, competing against winning teams from among the national
organization’s other 90 councils. This year’s topics were:

* Pop Culture and Soft Power in International Relations
* The FIFA World Cup

Migration and Immigration

The US Constitution and Foreign Policy

* The Belt and Road Initiative

* Tariffs and Trade

* Coffee and Chocolate: A Global Perspective

Nuclear Policy Issues

Focus Country: Australia

Current Events

The team of Dhavina Kholwadwala, Kay Rai, Lili Gati and Audrey Finkelstein from
Albuquerque Academy came out on top and went to Washington, DC, for the 27-28 April
national Academic World Quest championship where they admirably represented their school
and our Council.



The team of Kay Rai, Dhavina Kholwadwala, Audrey Finkelstein and Lili Gati from Albuquerque Academy at the
27-28 April National Academic World Quest Championship in Washington DC.

AWQ is a new financial commitment of the World Affairs Council of Albuquerque. Funding for
this year’s local event and travel of the winning team for the national competition in Washington
in April has been underwritten by gracious donations from several Council members, the
remainder provided by the Council’s general fund. To support future AWQ rounds, the Council
solicits contributions of any amount to support this effort to broaden the global insights of
Albuquerque’s high school students. Tax free donations either specifically in support of AWQ or
in support of the Council’s general fund can be made at the WACABQ website. On the home
page, click the “donates” button and follow the cues or mail a check to: World Affairs Council of
Albuquerque, PO Box 27086, Albuquerque, NM 87125.

THE GLOBAL TEACHER OF THE YEAR

Three years ago, the Council filled a void in the Albuquerque structure recognizing high school
teacher excellence by creating the Global Educator of the Year Award, executed and funded
exclusively by the Council. The award is meant to recognize a teacher -- public, private or
charter -- who has set the standard for “bringing the world to students” both in the classroom and
beyond. In addition to the recognition, the winner receives a fully funded four-day experience in
Dallas focused on resources for high school teachers engaged in global education.

The Council is proud to have selected Ms. Sharmila Goradia of La Cueva High School as the
2025-2026 Albuquerque Area Global Educator of the Year. Sharmila has taught World History



and Ethnic Studies for over 11 years. She is an active mentor for various student organizations
including Model UN and the Black, Jewish and Indian Student Unions and will lead a group of
students to India and Nepal in the summer. In July, the Council will send Ms. Goradia to Dallas
to attend the four-day, “Global Classroom” seminar sponsored by the Dallas/Fort Worth World
Aftairs Council on resources for international instruction available to high school teachers.

Ms. Sharmila Goradia of La Cueva High School receives the engraved tray as the 2025-2026 Albuquerque Area
Global Educator of the Year.

The Council also solicits contributions of any amount to support this effort to recognize these
truly outstanding professionals. Tax free donations can be made at the WACABQ website. On
the home page, click the “donates” button and follow the cues or mail a check to: World Affairs
Council of Albuquerque, PO Box 27086, Albuquerque, NM 87125.

SOME REMINDERS



It’s again the season for membership renewal and we hope that everyone receiving this
newsletter will continue WACABQ membership for Program Year ’76 beginning in July. To the
extent possible, please consider making an additional 501c3 tax-exempt donation above and
beyond the dues, either designated specifically to support the participation of Albuquerque area
high school students and teachers at our monthly dinner lectures, for Academic World Quest and/
or the Global Educator of the Year program -- even better, a donation to the Council’s general
fund. For membership renewal and tax free donations please go to the WACABQ website. For
donations, on the home page, click the “donates” button and follow the cues or mail a check to:
World Affairs Council of Albuquerque, PO Box 27086, Albuquerque, NM, 87125.

Membership is key to our growth so we encourage everyone to spread the word among others
about what WACABQ does— friends, colleagues and acquaintances -- who might enjoy and
benefit from what the Council has to offer.

The Board of Directors aspires to continue to grow the breadth of what we offer to the
Albuquerque community. Academic World Quest, the Global Educator of the Year, expanded
high school meetings with speakers prior to dinner/lectures are some of our recent innovations.
Currently, our financial footing is sufficient to manage our ongoing endeavors but, in order to
achieve these broader aims, strengthening our finances is a must. Several board members have
submitted applications for — and in at least one case received — financial support from the local
community. The board asks for your help with any insights or introductions that you may have
as WACABQ creates a body of sponsors — commercial enterprises, financial institutions,
professional organizations, fraternal societies and others -- that have interests in global affairs.

Please remember that the Council has updated its web page, Facebook and Instagram sites to
assist in growing awareness of the Council among the Albuquerque community. Our Facebook
site, “World Affairs Council of ABQ” is: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?
1d=61551637121498&mibextid=LQQJ4d. The link to our Instagram site is: https://
instagram.com/worldaffairsabq?igshid=0GQ5ZDc20Dk27ZA%3D%3D&utm_source=qr

Videos of all dinner/lectures are now available on the Council website.
Individuals can tap into the full archive of recorded presentations by WACABQ guests at the
Council website: https://wacabg.org/webinar-video-archive/

A LAST THOUGHT

With the close of the fourth quarter and the beginning of the 76th Program Year, the Council
brings on new leadership. The Council sincerely thanks Ambassador Will Itoh for the dynamic
and innovative leadership that he brought to the Council over the past two years and looks
forward to his continuing engagement as our past president. In April, the WACABQ Board of
Directors elected fellow member David Campbell to be the president elect of the organization.
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As of 1 July, David will assume the reins of the Council as president of both the organization and
the Board of Directors. We look forward to the broad experience and energy that David brings to
the table. These include diplomatic assignments in Africa and South America, service in
Albuquerque’s municipal government as City Attorney, City Planning Director and Chief
Administrative Officer/City Manager, as well as a distinguished law practice.



